
	History - Year 1 – Term 1   
Is transport better now than when our grandparents were small?

	Prior Knowledge
	Prior Skills

	
	Children can use words like yesterday, week, year, new, old, newer, older. Can discuss what is the same and what is different about items. They can ask questions about the past. 

	Planned outcome/children know the following: 

That over the lifetime of their grandparents (60 years), transport has changed so that it is safer for humans and better for the environment. There are now so many cars on the roads that they become busy and cities get gridlocked with traffic. Both trains and cars have changed in shape and have better technology. 
 
	Hierarchy and Power
	Community and Culture
	Conflict and Conquest
	Exploration and Invention

	In the 1960s, only wealthy people could afford cars, now lots more people have them. 
	Cars are so common because people have busy lives and often live a long way from their family and friends. They can travel easily by car on big roads like motorways. 
	
	Cars are now being developed that run on electricity rather than petrol and diesel. This is to reduce the pollution caused by fossil fuel burning. 

They are more aerodynamically shaped so they can travel faster and save fuel.



	Similarities and Differences
	Chronology
	Causation and Consequence
	Changes over Time
	Significance
	Enquiry

	Compare car shape and technology from the 1960s to today, and train shape and technology from the 1960s to today. 

That both cars and trains have become more aerodynamic and more likely to run on electricity than petrol and diesel.
	Our grandparents were alive from around 1950 onwards – this is within living memory. Use images of cars and trains to sequence them according to features such as shape and technology. 
	Cars became very popular and cheaper, so more roads were built. Now there are so many cars that there are common traffic jams and cities become gridlocked. 
	Cars and trains have become more aerodynamic in order to go faster and to save fuel. They now often run on electricity instead of petrol and diesel. 
	It’s important to understand how technology has improved our transport, making it safer for passengers but also better for the environment. 
	Is transport better now than when our grandparents were small?






	Learning Journey – small steps in learning to meet the planned outcome 

Discuss meaning of word ‘transport’ and find out what methods of transport the children have used themselves. Understand that our grandparents age is within living memory, and is around 60 - 70 years. 

Look at images of types of transport from before our grandparents age. We know that these are not used any more because they don’t have engines etc.

Compare features of a 1960s car with features of a modern car. The 1960s car was shaped for fashion and not for speed or aerodynamics. They didn’t have seatbelts as there were no laws that people should wear them. They had simple radios with knobs and buttons, and wind down windows. Modern cars are designed to go faster. Seatbelts are now the law. Radios are now digital, AUX cables or Bluetooth. They have electric windows and buttons on keys to unlock. 

Look at the features of electric cars such as Teslas. We’ve started using electric cars to reduce the amount of pollution from petrol and diesel engines. Auto-pilot, can control car with a mobile phone, falcon wing doors and operated by a computer. 

Look at film clips and photos of the 1960s in London and compare with today. Children should notice that there are fewer cars in the 1960s and that the traffic was moving rather than gridlocked in a jam. 

There are more cars now because more people can afford to buy them. There are more people living on earth now. People have lives that are busier and cars seem like the most efficient method of travel. 

Compare trains from the 1970s with trains such as the bullet train and Eurostar trains. Discuss that they are a different shape the same as the cars are, because they are built to be aerodynamic. Trains are now electric because they are cleaner and quieter than diesel trains used to be. The Eurostar train goes through the channel tunnel connecting France and the UK. 
	Tiered Vocabulary 


diesel, petrol, motorway, locomotive, inter-city, Eurostar, seatbelts, airbags, satnav, traffic jam, rush hour, grid-locked	
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past, present, recently, electric	









last week, last month, last year, years, many years ago, yesterday, older, newer, cars, trains
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