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	History - Year 1 – Term 2 
How did the Great Fire of London change London?

	Prior Knowledge
· Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 
· Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in the photos. 
· Vocabulary: Old, new. 
	Prior Skills:
· Use a wider range of vocabulary. 
· Ask ‘why’ questions. 

	
	

	Planned outcome: 
To understand how the Great fire started, why it spread so quickly and how it changed London. 


	
· London is the capital city of England 
· The mayor is the leader of a city/town 
· The fire happened in 1666 and most of London was destroyed and had to be rebuilt 
· The fire started because…
· The fire spread quickly because……
· It took a long time to put out because the water pipes were made from wood and it was difficult to get water from the River Thames to put the fire out 
· In 1666 there was no fire brigade, hosepipes and no protective clothing 

After the fire the Mayor decided that 
· All new buildings needed to be made of brick or stone not wood
· The new streets needed to be wide enough so that fire couldn’t spread across the street and small alleys and lanes were no longer allowed unless they were really needed
· Buildings were not allowed to be built very close to the river so that people could get to the river to get water if they needed to
· New buildings lived in by brewers, bakers or dyers and other people who would need their ovens on most of the time had to be built away from the other buildings and the Lord Mayor and the men who ran London would decide where they could be built together. This was because their constant smoke was making people unhealthy
 
· Fire hydrants were introduced to make it easier to get water 

After the Great Fire new rules were brought in and every parish had to have two fire squirts, leather buckets and other fire equipment. 

The London Fire Brigade was also eventually formed with new fire stations and uniforms for the firefighters. 
	Tiered Vocabulary 


Fire hydrant   Brewer                         
Lord Mayor    Protective clothing      dyer cobbles    thatched 
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improvement     recently 
newer   baker
older 







past     year    fire
present     week 
old       month  
new    












	Scaffolds
	Oracy Activities

	· Word banks 
· Sentence stems 
· Pictures of London now and then. 
· Pictures of the Great fire of London. 
· Books to support e.g. Vlad and the Great fire of London. Non-fiction books about the Great Fire of London. 
	· Do you agree? The Great Fire of London changed London for the better? 
· Use the sticky note tool to evidence children’s ideas about if/how London has changed for the better. 
· Provide sentence stems to encourage discussion about different aspects of London. E.g. The houses were… People put the fire out with… London was very… 
· Peer teaching. 



